
Welcome to our worship on Sunday 10th January

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim;

with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his Name!

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness,
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,

and comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine;
for truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,

these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the Name that is dear;

mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;

with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his Name!

Confession and Absolution.

The tree of life my soul hath seen
Laden with fruit, and always green:

The trees of nature fruitless be
Compared with Christ the apple tree

His beauty doth all things excel:



By faith I know, but ne'er can tell
The glory which I now can see
In Jesus Christ the apple tree

For happiness I long have sought
And pleasure dearly I have bought:

I missed of all; but now I see
'Tis found in Christ the apple tree

I'm weary with my former toil
Here I will sit and rest awhile:

Under the shadow I will be
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive
It keeps my dying faith alive;

Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the apple tree

Readings

Genesis 1: 1-5

In the beginning when God created[a] the heavens and the 
earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God[b] swept over the face of 
the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 
light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.

Mark 1: 4-11

4 So John appeared in the desert, baptizing and preaching.
[b] “Turn away from your sins and be baptized,” he told the people,

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-2b


“and God will forgive your sins.” 5 Many people from the province 
of Judea and the city of Jerusalem went out to hear John. They 
confessed their sins, and he baptized them in the Jordan River.

6 John wore clothes made of camel's hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 7 He 
announced to the people, “The man who will come after me is 
much greater than I am. I am not good enough even to bend 
down and untie his sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

9 Not long afterward Jesus came from Nazareth in the province of 
Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 As soon as 
Jesus came up out of the water, he saw heaven opening and the 
Spirit coming down on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my own dear Son. I am pleased with you.”

Homily

MEEKNESS AND MAJESTY,
Manhood and Deity,
In perfect harmony,
The Man who is God.
Lord of eternity
Dwells in humanity,
Kneels in humility
And washes our feet.

O what a mystery,
Meekness and majesty.
Bow down and worship
For this is your God,
This is your God.

Father's pure radiance,
Perfect in innocence,
Yet learns obedience
To death on a cross.
Suffering to give us life,
Conquering through sacrifice,
And as they crucify
Prays: 'Father forgive.'

O what a mystery

Wisdom unsearchable,
God the invisible,
Love indestructible
In frailty appears.
Lord of infinity,
Stooping so tenderly,



Lifts our humanity
To the heights of His throne

Prayers

God’s Blessing

1 Of the Father's love begotten
ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega,
he the Source, the Ending he,
of the things that are, that have been,
and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore!

2 O that birth forever blessed,
when the Virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
bare the Savior of our race;
and the babe, the world's Redeemer,
first revealed his sacred face,
evermore and evermore!

3 This is he whom seers and sages
sang of old with one accord,
whom the writings of the prophets
promised in their faithful word;
now he shines, the long expected;
let creation praise its Lord, 
evermore and evermore!

4 O ye heights of heav'n, adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing:
all dominions, bow before him



and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent,
ev'ry voice in concert ring, 
evermore and evermore!

With thanks to Sheila, Carole and Barbara.


