
Welcome to our Service for Sunday 20 September

Light's abode, celestial Salem
sung by St Martin’s Voices

1 Light's abode, celestial Salem,
vision whence true peace doth spring,
brighter than the heart can fancy,
mansion of the highest King;
O how glorious are the praises
which of thee the prophets sing!

2 There for ever and for ever
alleluia is out-poured;
for unending, for unbroken
is the feast-day of the Lord;
all is pure and all is holy
that within thy walls is stored.

3 There no cloud nor passing vapour
dims the brightness of the air;
endless noon-day, glorious noon-day
from the Sun of suns is there;
there no night brings rest from labour
for unknown are toil and care.

4 Laud and honour to the Father,
laud and honour to the Son,
laud and honour to the Spirit, 
ever Three and ever One,
consubstantial, co-eternal,
while unending ages run.

Jerusalem luminosa
Attributed to Thomas à Kempis (1379-1471)
translated by John M Neale (1818-1866)

Confession and Absolution

… Lord, have mercy  Lord have mercy

… Christ, have mercy  Christ have mercy

… Lord, have mercy  Lord have mercy

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
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We praise you,
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen.

Exodus 16: 2-15

2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The 
Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 
with hunger.’ 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the
people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my 
instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 
gather on other days.’ 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall know that it 
was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the 
LORD, because he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against 
us?’ 8 And Moses said, ‘When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the 
morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your 
complaining is not against us but against the LORD.’ 9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.”’ 10 And as Aaron 
spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the 
LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12 ‘I have heard the complaining of the 
Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then
you shall know that I am the LORD your God.”’ 13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in
the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface 
of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, 
they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread 
that the LORD has given you to eat.

Sing of the Lord’s goodness

sung by St Martin’s Voices
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1 Sing of the Lord's goodness, Father of all wisdom,
come to him and bless his name. 
Mercy he has shown us, his love is for ever, 
faithful to the end of days.
Come, then, all you nations, sing of your Lord's goodness, 
melodies of praise and thanks to God. 
Ring out the Lord's glory, praise him with your music, 
worship him and bless his name. 

2 Power he has wielded, honour is his garment,
risen from the snares of death.
His word he has spoken, one bread he has broken,
new life he now gives to all. 
Chorus 

3 Courage in our darkness, comfort in our sorrow,
Spirit of our God most high;
solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner,
splendour of the living God.
Chorus 

4 Praise him with your singing, praise him with the trumpet,
praise God with the lute and harp;
praise him with the cymbals, praise him with your dancing
praise God till the end of days.
Chorus 
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Matthew 20: 1 - 16 

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his 
vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When 
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4 and he said to them, “You 
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5 When he went out again about 
noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7 They said to him, “Because
no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first.” 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 
10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual 
daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, “These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with 
me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I 
am generous?” 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’

Sermon  

Prayers 
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Collect

Lord God,

defend your Church from all false teaching
and give to your people knowledge of your truth,
that we may enjoy eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Forth in the peace of Christ we go
sung by St Martin’s Voices

1 Forth in the peace of Christ we go;
Christ to the world with joy we bring;
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips,
Christ in our hearts, the world's true King.

2 King of our hearts, Christ reigns in us;
kingship with him his servants gain;
with Christ, the Servant-Lord of all,
Christ's world we serve to share Christ's reign.

3 Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth
this world of time to consecrate,
our world of sin by grace to heal,
Christ's world in Christ to re-create.

4 Prophets of Christ, we hear his word;
he claims our minds, to search his ways;
he claims our lips, to speak his truth;
he claims our hearts, to sing his praise.

5 We are his Church, he makes us one;
here is one hearth for all to find;
here is one flock, one Shepherd-King;
here is one faith, one heart, one mind.
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Blessing

Thanks to Fran Monahan and Jane Williams
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