
Advent Sunday  29 November

Come, thou long-expected Jesus
sung by St Martin’s Voices

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free,
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us for ever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

A prayer for the lighting of the Advent wreath.

As we light our advent candle
Light of the world, shine on us. 
As we prepare for Christmas time
Light of the world, shine on us.

In this world of pain and darkness,
Light of the world, shine through us. 
To all the people who don't know you,
Light of the world, shine through us.

Jesus you are coming again,
Light of the world, light the way. 
In our service here today
Light of the world, light the way.

A Song of the Spirit, for Advent
1 ‘Behold, I am coming soon’, says the Lord,



‘and bringing my reward with me,
to give to everyone according to their deeds.
2  ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end.’
3 Blessed are those who do God’s commandments,
that they may have the right to the tree of life,
and may enter into the city through the gates.
4 ‘I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you,
with this testimony for all the churches.
5 ‘I am the root and the offspring of David,
I am the bright morning star.’
6  ‘Come!’ say the Spirit and the Bride;
‘Come!’ let each hearer reply!
7 Come forward, you who are thirsty,
let those who desire take the water of life as a gift.
Surely I am coming soon! 
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!                             Revelation 22.12–14, 16, 17

Confession and absolution
God, through Jesus Christ, will judge the secret thoughts of all:
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy

Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy

Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the spirit is saying to the churches.
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy

1st Reading   1 Corinthians 1 3-9    (The Message)

3 May all the gifts and benefits that come from God our Father, and the Master, 
Jesus Christ, be yours. 

4-6 Every time I think of you—and I think of you often!—I thank God for your lives 
of free and open access to God, given by Jesus. There’s no end to what has 
happened in you—it’s beyond speech, beyond knowledge. The evidence of Christ 
has been clearly verified in your lives.

7-9 Just think—you don’t need a thing, you’ve got it all! All God’s gifts are right in 
front of you as you wait expectantly for our Master Jesus to arrive on the scene for 
the Finale. And not only that, but God himself is right alongside to keep you steady



and on track until things are all wrapped up by Jesus. God, who got you started in 
this spiritual adventure, shares with us the life of his Son and our Master Jesus. He
will never give up on you. Never forget that.

2nd Reading  Mark 13 24-37

24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in
the heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in 
clouds” with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send out the angels, and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven.

28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be
on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of 
the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 
or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you
I say to all: Keep awake.’

Prayers

O come, O come, Emmanuel!
Redeem thy captive Israel
That into exile drear is gone,
Far from the face of God's dear Son.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Branch of Jesse! draw
The quarry from the lion's claw;
From the dread caverns of the grave,
From nether hell, thy people save.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright!
Pour on our souls thy healing light;
Dispel the long night's lingering gloom,
And pierce the shadows of the tomb.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.



O Come, thou Lord of David’s Key!
The royal door fling wide and free;
Safeguard for us the heavenward road,
And bar the way to death's abode.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, Adonai,
Who in thy glorious majesty
From that high mountain clothed in awe,
Gavest thy folk the elder Law.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Closing Words

With love and Compassion

Come Lord Jesus

With judgement and Mercy

Come Lord Jesus

In power and Glory

Come, lord Jesus

In wisdom and truth

Come Lord Jesus

Lo, he comes with clouds descending
sung by St Martin’s Voices

Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
alleluia! alleluia! alleluia!
God appears on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him
robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at naught and sold him,
pierced and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.



Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears;
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture,
gaze we on those glorious scars.

Yea, amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory,
claim the kingdom for thine own:
O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly,
alleluia! come, Lord, come!
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