
Hymns and Readings May 24th Ascensiontide! 

 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible, hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above 

Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 

In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

And wither and perish—but naught changeth Thee. 

 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 

All praise we would render; oh, help us to see 

’Tis only the splendour of light hideth Thee. 

 

John 17:6-11 New International Version (NIV) 

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 

them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me 

comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with 

certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not 

praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all 

you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no longer, but 

they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your 

name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one 

 

Confession 

Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess 

to you our  weakness and unbelief. 

 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection.  

In your mercy, forgive us. 

 

 We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 

 In your mercy, forgive us.  



We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven.  

In your mercy, forgive us. 

 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you 

by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus,  

Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free 

Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me 

Underneath me, all around me 

Is the current of your love 

Leading onward, leading homeward 

To your glorious rest above 

 

Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus  

'Tis heaven of heavens to me 

And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to thee 

Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus  

Spread his praise from shore to shore 

How he loves us, ever loves us,  

Changes never, nevermore 

 

Acts 1:6-14 New International Version (NIV) 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set 

by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he 

said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? 

This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 

have seen him go into heaven.” 

Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s 

walk from the city. When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. 

Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined 

together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 

brothers 

 

Homily 
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 I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship, 

should set his love upon the sons of men, 

or why, as Shepherd, he should seek the wanderers, 

to bring them back, they know not how or when. 

But this I know, that he was born of Mary 

when Bethl'em's manger was his only home, 

and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured, 

and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come. 

 

I cannot tell how silently he suffered, 

as with his peace he graced this place of tears, 

or how his heart upon the cross was broken, 

the crown of pain to three and thirty years. 

But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted 

and stays our sin and calms our lurking fear 

and lifts the burden from the heavy laden; 

for still the Saviour, Saviour of the world is here. 

 

I cannot tell how he will win the nations, 

how he will claim his earthly heritage, 

how satisfy the needs and aspirations 

of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 

But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, 

and he shall reap the harvest he has sown, 

and some glad day his sun will shine in splendour 

when he the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is known. 

 

I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 

when at his bidding every storm is stilled, 

or who can say how great the jubilation 

when every heart with love and joy is filled. 

But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 

and myriad myriad human voices sing, 

and earth to heav'n, and heav'n to earth, will answer, 

'at last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King! 

 

 

Prayers  

 

  

 



Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

His the scepter, His the throne. 

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion  

thunder like a mighty flood; 

"Jesus out of ev'ry nation  

has redeemed us by His blood. 

 

 Alleluia! Not as orphans 

are we left in sorrow now. 

Alleluia! He is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received Him 

when the forty days were o'er, 

shall our hearts forget His promise, 

"I am with you evermore"? 

 

 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 

here on earth our food, our stay. 

Alleluia! Here the sinful, flee to You from day to day. 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 

earth's Redeemer, hear our plea 

where the songs of all the sinless 

sweep across the crystal sea 

 

Blessing  

 

Thy Kingdom Come, Lord teach us how to 

pray 

For all to know your Joy, your peace and love 

And know your friendship each and every day 

The breath of Christ, the Father’s gentle dove. 

 

Thy Kingdom Come, Christ’s prayer to make us 

one 

That all may know the Father sent the son 

To celebrate the victory He has won,  

in love and grace we pray ‘Thy will be done’. 

 

Thy Kingdom come. We pray for those we 

know  

To turn and follow you for all their days 

And in your love find peace and service grow 

Our one desire and hope your highest praise. 

 

Thy Kingdom come. Transform our human 

ways; 

Our lives laid down in mercy, truth and care. 

Nations renewed in giving thanks and praise  

To see God’s kingdom come. This is our 

prayer. 

Thy Kingdom come x 3 

 

With thanks to Jan & Ollie for the readings, 

Pat for the prayers, Chris for the CDs and 

Lizzie for bringing it all together.  


